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Abstract: Children's language development is an important thing for early childhood development. One
of the factors that can affect a child's language development is the communication of people who are
closest to them, especially their mother. This study aim is to investigate the influence of the
communication made by the mother of the child's language development. The research method conducted a
quantitative approach. The subjects in this study were 126 mothers with kindergarten age children, who
live in Surabaya. Data collection methods were done by using the scale of communication patterns and the
scale of language development. The data analysis technique used in this study is a linear regression
analysis using the SPSS program. The result of this study indicates that there is an influence of the mother's
communication patterns on children's language development. This means that mothers who have active
communication patterns with children will improve their child's language development. The results of this
study are expected to provide input to parents to frequently make active and positive communication to
stimulate children's language development.
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I.  INTRODUCTION

The development period in early childhood is a very important phase. At this age, children will
experience rapid development both in terms of physical, cognitive, emotional, and linguistic.
Lenneberg (in Santrock, 2007) specifically argues that preschool years are an important time
because it is at this time that languages develop quickly, never come to an end. In this preschool age,
children who experience delays or disturbances in one aspect of development can influence
development at a later stage, especially disorders in children's language development. Good
children's language development will encourage them to get and understand a lot of information that
makes children experience maximum cognitive development. Good language development in
children can encourage them to understand the meaning of language so that when explained about
something they are easy to understand and behave under existing rules. According to Nelson, et al
(2006) language development is one indicator of the overall development of children's cognitive
abilities related to success in school. Developmental delays in the early language of a child can
affect various functions in daily life. In addition, it affects personal and social life, which will lead to
learning difficulties, even the obstacles to working (Marisa, 2015).

Children who experience delays in speech or language are at risk of learning difficulties, reading
difficulties and will lead to less overall academic achievement, this can continue into adulthood.
Furthermore, adults with low academic achievement due to delays in speech or language will
experience behavioral problems and psychosocial adjustments (Owens, 2008). Language
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development disorders are the inability or limitations in using linguistic symbols to communicate
verbally or delays in children's speech and language development abilities according to their age
group, gender, customs, and intelligence (Sidiarto, 1990 in Marisa, 2015). Kustiowati (2002 in
Hartanto et al, 2011) states that children who experience language disorders at preschool around
40% to 60% will have difficulty learning in written language and academic subjects. For children
who are referred to specific learning difficulties, more than 60% experience speech delay (Sidiarto,
2002 in Hartanto et al, 2011).

There are several aspects of language development namely the children who can understand
phonology and morphology, understand syntax, show advances in semantics, and show advances in
pragmatics (Santrock, 2007). Language proficiency and speaking are influenced by intrinsic factors
(from children) and extrinsic factors (from the environment). Intrinsic factors, which are innate
conditions including the physiology of organs involved in language and speech skills. While
extrinsic factors can be a stimulus that is around the children, for example, words that are heard or
addressed to them (Simkin and Conti, 2006 in Marisa, 2015). Stimulation is the activity of
stimulating the basic abilities of children so that they grow and develop optimally. Every child needs
to get routine stimulation as early as possible and continuously at every opportunity that can be done
by the mother, father, caregiver, and the closest people in their daily lives. Lack of stimulation can
cause persistent disorders (Heleen et al, 2007).

Based on preliminary studies through interviews conducted in one kindergarten in Surabaya, there
were still some students who experienced language development delays in the form of pronunciation
of simple words that are not clear including the vocabulary owned by students. Delay in language
development experienced by children is related to the intensity of communication made by parents
and children. Communication that is often done by parents to children will stimulate children to
learn languages faster. A similar statement was also stated by Gleason (2004 in Santrock 2007)
states that children who get a rich verbal environment from their parents achieve many positive
benefits. Parents who pay attention to what children are saying, expand their children's vocabulary,
read stories to their children, and give names to objects in the environment, will provide many
valuable benefits for their children even though it was not done on purpose.

The communication pattern can be defined as a form or pattern of relations between two or more
people in the process of sending and receiving the right way, so the intended message can be
understood (Djamarah, 2004 in Hatuwe, 2013). The communication between parents and children is
said to be effective when the two parties are close to each other, mutual love and communication
between the two are fun and there is openness so that an attitude of trust grows. According to
Koerner, communication patterns have two dimensions and Fitzpatrick (2002) namely conversation
orientation and conformity orientation. Conversation orientation refers to the openness and
frequency of communication between parents and children to discover and define the meaning of
objects that create social reality. This is related to warmth and supportive communication, which is
characterized by attention from one to another. Conformity orientation refers to more limited
communication between parents and children when parents become the authority that determines the
social reality of the family (Koerner, 2014 in Pramono et al, 2017).

According to Pratikto (in Prasetyo, 2000), the communication between parents and children is a
process of relationship between parents (mother and father) and children which is a fabric that can
provide a sense of security for children through a relationship that allows both to communicate with
each other so there is openness, confident in facing and solving problems. Therefore, the relationship
can lead to pleasure, which affects the relationship better. According to Devianty (2016) mother is a
person who has the role mostly in developing children's language skills. Mothers are considered the
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most important person in determining children's language acquisition skills because children tend to
imitate and follow in the footsteps of their parents, including language, it is recommended not to
mention objects with slurred speech. Based on this reality, researchers are interested in knowing the
effect of mother's communication patterns on children's language development.

Il. THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK
Language development

A language is a form of communication whether oral, written or sign based on a system of symbols
(Santrock, 2007). In monitoring children's development at four aspects that can be assessed, namely
gross motor skills, fine motor skills, personal social and language (Hartanto et al, 2011). According
to Nelson, et al (2006) language development is one indicator of the overall development of
children's cognitive abilities related to success in school. Developmental delays in the early language
of a child can affect various functions in daily life. In addition, affecting social personal life will also
lead to learning difficulties, even the ability of obstacles to work later (Marisa, 2015). Hurlock (2004
in Restiyani et al, 2013) says that in early childhood, children have a strong desire to learn to speak.
This is caused by two things, the first is learning to speak is a basic means of socialization. Children
who are easier to communicate with peers will be easier to hold social contacts and more easily
accepted as group members than children with limited communication skills (Ahmad & Ahmad,;
2019). Second, learning to speak is a means of gaining independence. Children who cannot develop
their wants and needs, or who cannot try to be understood by others tend to be needed as infants and
fail to obtain the desired independence. Language development for early childhood includes four
developments namely listening, speaking, reading and writing. The development must be carried out
in a balanced manner to obtain optimal reading and writing development (Christianti, 2007).

There are several aspects of language development that are encountered in childhood when children
start entering the early years of childhood, mastery of the system of rules governing language
increases (Santrock, 2007), these are the further explanation;

1. Understanding Phonology and Morphology

Phonology is the sound system in a language while morphology is a system of meaningful units
involved in word-formation. During the preschool years, most children begin to become sensitive to
the sounds of spoken words (National Research Council, 1999 in Santrock, 2007).

2. Understanding Syntax

The syntax is a system that involves how words are combined to form acceptable phrases and
sentences.

3. Progress in Semantics

Semantics is a system that involves the meaning of words and sentences. As children begin to move
beyond the two-word stage, their knowledge of meanings also develops rapidly (Bloom, 2002; Dale
and Goodman, 2004 in Santrock 2007).

4. Progress in Pragmatics

Pragmatics is a system of using conversations and appropriate knowledge related to the effective use
of language in context. Changes in pragmatics also characterize the language development of young
children (Bryant, 2005 in Santrock 2007). Children also differentiate ways of speaking to adults
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compared to peers of their age, using formal language and being more polite to adults (Shatz and
Gelman, 1973 in Santrock, 2007).

Several factors can influence the development of children's language, they are biological and
environmental influences (Santrock, 2007). Biological influence is the way children around the
world learn languages that have amazing similarities and this is strong evidence that language ability
has a biological foundation. Biological influence consists of Language Acquisition Device (LAD),
Broca's Area and Wernicke's Area. Environmental influences are children's experiences, types of
language learned, and the context in which learning takes place can strongly affect language
acquisition (Marchman, 2003 in Santrock, 2007). Environmental influences consist of behavioral
theories, conversations with people. Specifically, the researchers found that the quantity of parent-
child conversation is directly related to the child's vocabularies growth and that the quantity of
speech is also related to the socio-economic status of the family (Santrock, 2007).

Communication Pattern

Family communication patterns illustrate the tendency of families to develop ways of
communicating that are quite stable and predictable with each other. Family communication patterns
emerge from the process by which families create and share their social reality. That is, they are
closely related to the most basic social functions of the family. In particular, family communication
patterns result from a process of coordination without human interaction in general, and family
communication in particular, would not be possible (Koerner and Fitzpatrick, 2004). According to
Koerner and Fitzpatrick (2002), family communication patterns have two dimensions namely,
conversation orientation and conformity orientation.

1. Conversation Orientation

The first dimension of family communication, conversation orientation, is defined as the level at
which the family creates a climate in which all family members are encouraged to participate in
unlimited interaction on a variety of topics. Family members are free, frequent, and spontaneously
interact with each other without much restriction in terms of time spent in the interactions and topics
discussed. These families spend a lot of time interacting with each other, and family members share
each other's activities, thoughts, and feelings. In these families, the actions or activities that the
family plans to get involved as a unit are discussed in the family, as other family decisions.
Conversely, in families with low conversation orientation dimensions, members interact less
frequently with each other, and there are only a few topics discussed openly with all family
members. There is less exchange of thoughts, feelings, and personal activities.

2. Conformity Orientation

The second dimension of family communication is conformity orientation. Conformity orientation
refers to the extent to which family communication emphasizes a climate of homogeneity in
attitudes, values, and beliefs. This family trait is an interaction that emphasizes the uniformity of
beliefs and attitudes. Their interactions usually focus on harmony, avoiding conflict, and the
interdependence of family members. In intergenerational exchanges, communication in these
families reflects obedience to parents and other adults. Families at the lower end of the conformity
orientation dimension are characterized by interactions that focus on heterogeneous attitudes and
beliefs, as well as on the individuality of family members and their independence from their family.
In intergenerational exchanges, communication reflects the equality of all family members; for
example, children are usually involved in decision making. The two dimensions of conformity
orientation and conversation orientation interact consistently with each other. (Koerner &
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Fitzpatrick, 2006).
The Importance of Communication for Early Childhood

Communication skills are one thing that has an important role in children's lives. Through good
communication, the child can convey all his thoughts to others, both orally and in writing. Good
communication skills, namely that the child's spoken and written language can be easily understood
by others (Inten, 2017). Children who have good communication with their parents will be able to
develop language intelligence, be able to learn about the knowledge around them, be able to build
emotional-social intelligence, be able to establish family relationships, develop children's self-
esteem, be able to improve children's thinking intelligence to distinguish right from wrong, develop
an awareness of the environment and nature, introduce God and as a tool to solve problems
(Andrianto, 2011)

. METHOD

This research uses quantitative methods. The subjects in this study were mothers who had a
kindergarten age in Surabaya. The sampling technique uses convenience sampling, which is a non-
random sampling technique with sample criteria that are easily accessible, easily obtainable or
already available (Neuman, 2013).

Data were collected using a scale, namely the scale of communication patterns and the scale of
language development. In measuring communication patterns, the research team developed a
measuring instrument using the concept of Koerner & Fitzpatrick's theory (2002). Meanwhile, to
measure the development of language researchers develop measuring instruments using Santrock's
theory concept (2007). The responses for the two instruments above use the Likert scale.

The data analysis technique used in this study is linear regression analysis through SPSS assistance
because the purpose of this study is to determine the effect of communication patterns on language
development in early childhood.

IV. RESULTS

The numbers of respondents in this study were 126 who were mothers with kindergarten-age
children in Surabaya.

Linear regression analysis was done to determine the effect of communication patterns on language
development. From the results of the regression analysis with the SPSS program, the following
results are as follow:

Tabel 1. Result

Model Unstandardized Standardized | T Sig.
Coefficients Coefficients

B Std. Error | Beta

1 (Constant) .898 | .182 4931 .000

Pola Komunikasi | .731 | .057 785 12.916 | .000
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a. Dependent Variable: Language Development
Source: Processed Data

The results of the analysis show that the coefficient of determination is 0.616. This value indicates
that 61.6% of the variation in data on language development can be explained by variables of
mother's communication patterns. With other interpretations, it can be concluded that mother's
communication patterns have an influence of 61.6% on children's language development.

T-test is used to determine whether there is a significant influence of communication patterns on
language development. T-test results as shown in table 1 above that the influence of communication
patterns on language development produces a t-count of 12,916 with a significance value of 0,000
which value is less than 0.05 (o = 5%). Thus, it can be concluded that the mother's communication
patterns significantly influence children's language development.

V. DISCUSSION

Data from the results of research analysts that have been obtained show that there is an influence of
communication patterns carried out by mothers on language development in early childhood. It can
be seen from the results of the linear regression analysis test in table 1 of the effect of mother's
communication patterns on language development resulting in a t-count of 12,916 with a
significance value of 0,000 which value is less than 0.05 (o = 5%). Thus it can be concluded that the
mother's communication patterns significantly influence children's language development.

The coefficient of determination is equal to 0.616. This value indicates that 61.6% of the variation in
language development data can be explained by communication pattern variables. Along with other
interpretations, it can be concluded that communication patterns have an influence of 61.6% on
language development. It can be said if, in this study, communication patterns in the form of
conversation orientation and conformity orientation can improve language development in early
childhood. Mothers who have high communication patterns show behaviors such as having active
communication, often interacting, discussing with each other, and having close relationships with
children. This pattern of communication behavior has a major influence on language development in
early childhood. Communication patterns with conformity orientation are shown by interactions that
emphasize uniformity of beliefs and attitudes, avoid conflict, interdependence among family
members, obey parents, and prefer to interact with one's own family rather than with other people.
While the communication pattern with conversation orientation is shown by the close relationship
between family members, family members interact with each other, family members are free to
express opinions, conduct routine discussions and invite children to make decisions.

There are other factors for about 38.4% that can influence language development in early childhood
that are not examined in this study such as biological factors consisting of language acquisition
devices (LAD), Broca area and Wernicke area and environmental factors namely the existence of
reinforcement that increases skills language (Sanrock, 2007 should be Santrock, 2007). Hurlock
(2002, in Setyowati, 2012) states that children's language development is influenced by internal
factors of the child and external factors of the environment. Internal factors namely the condition of
birth at birth include the physiology of visible organs, gender, while external factors include
maternal age, maternal education, mother's occupation, mother's knowledge of mother's attitude,
socioeconomic, learning facilities, intelligence, health, and family relations. These factors were not
the focus of this study.

Children's opportunities to tell stories to communicate with others will greatly assist the
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development of the language. Children need to have the opportunity to talk, express ideas, and
communicate with others to make an agreement (Indah, 2017). Children who have good language
development will exhibit behaviors such as being able to say words clearly, can compose simple
sentences, ask questions using what words, why, and how, can understand the words of others and
can interact with peers without dominating to always be listened. Children who have good language
development will have good social relations with people around him because the child can convey
ideas or thoughts and understand the communication made by others towards him so that the child
can behave following existing rules and be able to follow the process of teaching and learning at
school well.

Parents and children's communication can be said to be effective when the two parties are close to
each other, mutual love and communication between both of them are fun and there is openness so
that an attitude of trust grows. Effective communication is based on the existence of trust, openness,
and positive support for children so that children can receive well what is conveyed by parents
(Rakhmat, 2011). Research conducted by Artha and Isnaini (2016) also states that parental
communication interactions can prevent the occurrence of language disorders in children aged 0-3
years. Stimulation is the activity of stimulating the basic abilities of children so that children grow
and develop optimally. Every child needs to get routine stimulation as early as possible and
continuously at every opportunity that can be done by mother, father, caregiver, and those who are
closest to them in their daily lives. Lack of stimulation can cause persistent disorders (Heleen et al,
2007).

Rodriguez and Tamis (2009) state that the quality of parental caregiver interaction plays a formative
role in children's language and early learning. The amount and style of language parents use when
talking to their children is one of the strongest predictors of children's early language (Morales-Obod
at all, 2020). Children get benefit from varied adult speech exposure and rich information about
objects and events in the environment. Besides, parents who contingently respond to the verbal and
exploratory initiatives of their children (through verbal description and questions) tend to have
children with more advanced receptive and productive language, phonological awareness, and story
comprehension skills. A similar statement was also stated by Berko Gleason (2004 in Santrock
2007) which states that children who get a rich verbal environment from their parents achieve many
positive benefits. Parents who pay attention to what their children are saying (though with
difficulty), who expand their children's vocabularies, who read stories to their children, and who
give names to objects in the environment, will provide many valuable benefits for their children,
although it is not done intentionally. Slavin (2011) also said that the development of spoken or
spoken language is greatly influenced by the number and quantity of conversations that parents have
with their children.

Communication patterns that occur in the family can influent the development of language both the
number of vocabularies or complex sentences said by children. The results of this study are also in
line with research conducted by Huttenlocher (1991 in Santrock, 2007) with colleagues who
conducted a study of the relationship of maternal behavior with children's language characteristics
where the results of the study showed that babies whose mothers spoke more often to them had more
vocabularies. In the second year, vocabulary differences become very large. The researchers found
an impressive relationship between children's vocabulary size and their mother's "nagging". Babies
of fussy mothers have four times the vocabulary of children who have quiet mothers. In this study
mothers who often communicate with their children show improvement in vocabulary mastery.

Research conducted by (Fizpatrick & Koerner, 2004) found that mothers were more concerned about
communicating with other family members and communicating values among family members.
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Setianingsih (2017) also revealed that mothers are dominant in verbal communication, while fathers
are dominant in non-verbal communication. Mother is the person who has an important role in
developing children's language skills (Morales-Obod at all, 2020). In this case, the mother is
considered to be the most decisive acquisition of children's language skills because naturally, the
child tends to imitate and follow their parents, including language, that is why, it is recommended
not to mention objects with slurred speech (Devianty, 2016).

Parents who have good communication patterns with their children will provide many benefits for
children, such as developing children without having any mental pressure. Mental pressure can be
caused due to communication errors made by parents or other family members so that it affects the
child's personality as a whole (Sari et al, 2011). Children who have good communication with their
parents will be able to develop language intelligence, be able to learn about the knowledge around
them, be able to build emotional-social intelligence, be able to establish family relationships,
develop children's confidence and self-esteem, be able to improve children's thinking intelligence to
distinguish right and wrong, develop an awareness of the environment and the natural environment,
introduce to God the Creator and as a tool to solve problems (Andrianto, 2011). Therefore, the role
of the mother's communication pattern that is carried out against her child is very important to
support the development of early childhood language.

V1. CONCLUSION

The results of this study indicate that there is a significant effect of communication patterns carried
out by mothers in the early language development of children. This research still has shortcomings
so it is hoped that further studies that wish to examine language development can expand the
research subject to be more representative.
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